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When | first came to Tsuchiura in 2012 as part of the
Neighbors Abroad program it was an amazing opportunity
to explore the culture of Japan. My classmates and | spent
some time following our Japanese friends through their daily
school life, which was very different from school in America.
After that we used our JR passes to explore different cities
in Japan, such as Kyoto and Hiroshima. We visited a lot of
interesting and unique places. such as Himeji Castle, the
Peace Memorial Park in Hiroshima, the Kikkoman soy sauce
factory, and spent a night in a traditional Ryokan. One of
my favorite memories was when we visited Miyajima and at
one point | turned around and saw a deer chewing on my
friend’ s T-Shirt. Overall | had a lot of fun experiences during
my exchange and it gave me a lifelong appreciation for
Japanese societyand culture. Andy Kotik
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